THE GREAT WAR, 1916

and Kitchener was very worried as to where the number of
men that Douglas asked for could be obtained. However,
after the matter had been gone into, Douglas was advised
that his units would be at full strength by the middle of
May and that the required drafts could be arranged for in
June and July. He was very relieved to be informed that
there appeared to be no reason for postponing the date of
the attack on account of man-power.

Experiments had been made with tanks and Douglas had
allowed in his plans for their use. Of course, this matter had
been kept very secret and it was not definitely established
whether or not they would be used. He learned that 150 of
them could be provided by the end of July, but pointed out
that this would be much too late and that if they were to
be used at all he would require about yo by the ist of June*
He also supplied maps of the ground over which they would
be used so that a training ground could be laid out to allow
the crews to practise taking the tanks over obstacles and
wire similar to what they would experience when they
actually went into action. He emphasised very strongly the
necessity of devising some system of leadership and control
with a view to manoeuvring*

Douglas's visit only lasted four days and he returned to
France on the lyth. He travelled by the ordinary leave boat,
which was very crowded owing to leave having been
stopped between the i8th and the 25th. This stoppage of
leave was on account of the inability of the railways to deal
with the Easter holiday traffic at home as well as the officers
and men coming on leave from the front. Douglas wondered
what the future historian would write about Great Britain
when it was learned that during the greatest crisis in her
history the inhabitants insisted on talcing their usual Easter
holidays and by so doing postponed the leave of the soldiers
from the seat of war. Who can tell how many were never to
enjoy that well-earned respite?